DALE FARM JUDGMENT: A WAKE UP CALL FOR COUNCILS
“It is a wake up call to all Councils to provide the sites that are needed. Otherwise, they will find they can’t rely on enforcement powers. Councils across the land are breaking the law and need to act quickly,” said Dr Keith Lomax, partner in the Leeds firm Davies Gore Lomax who act for the Travellers.
“We welcome today’s High Court judgment against Basildon District Council that means that hundreds of people will be rescued from immediate eviction. 

“Senior High Court Judge, Mr Justice Collins, recognised that where a Council is failing to provide the sites that are needed for Travellers it is not proportionate to throw them off their land. They need somewhere to go.”
This was so, even though the Travellers in this instance have been in breach of planning enforcement notices for some years, which is a criminal offence. But, the Court looked at the fact that Councils have simply failed to provide sites and are not acting within the law.

Irish Travellers are a recognised ethnic group and the Judge found that the way the Council had acted was a form of discrimination.
“This is the largest Traveller site in the country and accommodates a high proportion of vulnerable people including elderly, sick, disabled people who can no longer cope with life on the open road. They almost certainly won’t be allowed to stay on their present site permanently. At least they should now be allowed to stay until the Council makes additional sites available elsewhere,” said Dr Lomax.
“It is everyone and every Council’s responsibility to attack the prejudice that is at the root of these issues. In reality we are only talking about one square mile of land spread across the country to accommodate Britain’s Gypsies and Travellers. It is not really such a challenge. 

“If Councils had not treated the law with such contempt from 1968 to 1994 - when they were required to provide sites and largely didn’t - we would not be having these battles now. Justice has today been done by upholding the law.
“Basildon Council will try and appeal, but those who rush to complain about legal aid might stop to think for a moment whether the Council’s budget of over £2million for this battle is money properly spent.”
In answer to the usual media question seeking a quick spin: ‘How much legal aid has this cost?’ the answer this time will be: ‘None’. Basildon will need to meet the costs. The Council might be better advised to turn its attention to providing accommodation for those who need.
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